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Introduction

TheCenter for Urban Rural Interface Stud{€JRISgreated land cover maps for ifscusarea

that consistof data fromThe National Oceanic and Atmosphere Administratid@AA GCap
Dataset for years: 1996, 2001, 2005, and 200Be land cover maps include, but are not
limited to, developed areas, forested areas, wetlands, other vegetation, environmentally
sensitive areas, and water.

County and city officials, stakeholders, and other key decision makers can use these maps as a
tool that will aid them in making smart decisions about new development. , lsomaps will

serve a role in protecting the environment by showing where development should and should
not be constructed.

Along with the land cover maps, the land cover change avedyzed and the results are in this
report. The analysis shows decision makers changes that have already taken place in their
towns, and how they may or may not need to adjust zoning ordinances and other building laws
for future development.

As the mapsand reports are created, they are uploaded onto the CURIS website
(http://www.curis.msstate.edu) for public access along with contact information for assistance.
Another option public officialshave is to come to the Mississippi State University Coastal
Research and Extension Center to receive a hard copy of the map. The office has a plotter that
can print small to large maps that the cities and counties kesp intheir files.
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http://www.csc.noaa.gov/crs/Ica/gulfcoast.html
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